Pandemic Shifts What Energy We Are Using - Consumer Energy Usage

COVID-19 has upended and completely altered the way we use energy. What has
been conventional wisdom and consistent for decades has all changed in a matter of
months. For the first time since 1960, U.S. consumers have spent more on electricity
than on gasoline, representing a dramatic shift in energy usage.

Reasons for the shift are attributed to an enormous drop in driving, as millions of
U.S. workers began working from home. Demand for gasoline dropped to the lowest
levels since 1990, in turn transferring demand to electricity which has seen the
largest usage spike in 20 years. The growing use of laptops, printers and other home
office equipment has elevated home electricity consumption. Any additional stay at
home mandates may continue to affect gasoline and electricity consumption as
millions of workers continue to adjust working from home.

Sources: U.S. Energy Information Administration
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